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The Elton Anomaly 77: A Statistical Analysis of the Improbability of the King
James Bible’s Exact Word Count of 823,543

Abstract The King James Bible (KJV)—a standardized collection of biblical texts written over
1,500 years by approximately 40 authors—was translated into English by 47 scholars. It was
then circulated among the learned men of England and sent to Ireland to validate the accuracy of
the translation before its first publication in 1611. Notably, its total word count is exactly
823,543 (77). In October 2023, an anonymous researcher in South Africa discovered this
anomaly (dubbed The Elton Anomaly 77). Digital verification was completed on October 23,
2023, followed by manual verification on April 23, 2024, with the results published on May 2,
2024. The numeral 77 holds biblical significance, symbolizing completion and divine perfection.

This research examines the probability that such an exact total could have arisen by chance by
employing Monte Carlo simulations, combinatorial probability estimation, normal distribution
analysis, and a chi-square goodness-of-fit test to quantify the likelihood of this outcome
occurring naturally. Our analyses show that the probability of the KJV reaching 823,543 words
without intentional structuring is approximately 1.22 X 10737, Although this figure does not
meet the conventional threshold for absolute statistical impossibility (< 1 X 107°°), it remains an
extreme outlier that warrants further attention. Furthermore, although multiple KJV editions
exist, the Bible’s current standardized form may allow the 77 structure to serve both as a
validation tool for legitimate editions and as an indicator of its uniqueness relative to other texts
and translations. Future research should expand on these findings by incorporating additional
enigmatic mathematical anomalies and exploring further statistical methodologies.

1. Introduction

Numerical patterns within historical and religious texts have long intrigued scholars. The King
James Bible (KJV), translated in 1611, exhibits an unusual total word count of exactly
823,543—a number that equals 7”. In biblical numerology, the number seven signifies
perfection and divine completion. Given that the biblical texts were composed over 1,500 years
by multiple authors across diverse historical and cultural contexts, it is worth investigating
whether the final standardized word count could have arisen without intentional design. Indeed,
the extraordinary precision of 823,543 words raises important questions about the interplay
between historical processes and deliberate structuring in the evolution of this text.

To address these questions, this research employs several statistical methods—including Monte
Carlo simulations, combinatorial probability estimation, normal distribution modeling, and chi-
square goodness-of-fit testing—and takes into account factors from historical textual
transmission such as linguistic evolution, manuscript copying practices, and the stability of book
order. Although the research does not claim definitive scientific proof of intentional structuring,
the findings underscore the need for further research into the statistical probabilities underlying
these phenomena and related mathematical anomalies.
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2. Methodology

To assess the likelihood that the KJV reached a total of 823,543 words through normal
stochastic processes, we employed the following techniques:

2.1 Independent Peer Validation

An independent verification was conducted using the free open-source King James Bible: Pure
Cambridge Edition: Plain Text Minion (KJB-PCE-MINION), sourced from BibleProtector.com.
The verification process included:

e Downloading the digital edition KJB-PCE-MINION.pdf.

e Converting the document into Microsoft Word format.

¢ C(Cleaning the document of extraneous elements such as the publisher’s name, publisher’s
introduction text, publisher’s index pages, publisher’s visible carriage return symbols (7)),
and removing the added words “The End” located at the end of the digital document.

e Leaving the book title page with only “THE HOLY BIBLE, Authorized King James
Version,” the title page to the New Testament section with only “THE NEW
TESTAMENT OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST,” and all other text left
intact and unaltered.

e Using Microsoft Word's word count feature to obtain a final count.

The verification confirmed the total word count of 823,543, reinforcing the reliability of the
original findings. Notably, two distinct methods were used to determine the word count: (1)
manual counting in a physical print edition of the King James Bible and (2) automated digital
counting using Microsoft Word in the corresponding digital edition. In the manual count, a more
concise rendering of the book title was used, while in the digital count, a fully detailed rendering
of the book title was included. Despite this structural variation, both methods yielded an identical
total of 823,543 words.

This alignment is particularly unusual given the anomalous way Microsoft Word handles word
counting. In certain cases, a single word styled as a drop cap may be omitted from the automated
word count. While this discrepancy does not affect the overall count in the standardized digital
edition using the fully detailed book title, it suggests that the exact total is preserved under both
manual and automated counting methods due to this anomaly. This factor was not accounted for
in the statistical probability calculations, adding another layer of complexity to the improbability
of the final word count. Future research may further explore whether this digital anomaly and
other enigmas contribute to the structural uniqueness of the KJV word total and its mathematical
significance.

2.2 Monte Carlo Simulation

A Monte Carlo model was developed to simulate variations in word counts across the 66 books
of the Bible. Word counts were allowed to fluctuate within realistic ranges based on manuscript
transmission practices, translation shifts, and copying discrepancies. Over 50,000 trials were
executed, yet the exact total of 823,543 never occurred naturally. This approach yielded an
estimated probability below the detection threshold of our simulation (< 1/50,000 or <
0.002%), indicating extreme rarity but not absolute impossibility.
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2.3 Combinatorial Probability Estimation

Rather than assuming that the word count is a random draw from a broad range (e.g., 775,000~
807,000), we acknowledge that biblical texts have been deliberately preserved and standardized
over time. Although precisely estimating the probability for an exact total is challenging, even
conservative assumptions indicate that the chance of reaching 823,543 words is extremely low.
Further refinements in modeling are needed to account for the non-random factors involved.

2.4 Normal Distribution Approximation

Earlier iterations of this research assumed that textual transmission could be modeled as a
normally distributed process. However, this assumption does not fully capture the historical
standardization of biblical texts. The normal distribution model yielded a theoretical probability
of approximately 9 X 1072 (or about 1 in 90 million), suggesting that a more nuanced approach
is required.

2.5 Chi-Square Goodness-of-Fit Test

A chi-square goodness-of-fit test was applied to evaluate whether the observed word count of
823,543 conforms to expected distributions of word count variations. Due to extreme divergence
from expected values, the test could not be reliably computed—confirming that 823,543 is a
significant outlier relative to normal textual variations.

2.6 Historical and Structural Constraints
To further quantify the improbability of obtaining a total of 823,543 by chance, we incorporated
additional estimated probability constraints reflecting historical and structural factors:

o Fixed book order stability over centuries: 5%

o Translation and copying stability preserving word count: 1%

e Chapter and verse divisions not disrupting the word total: 2%

o Survival of biblical manuscripts without alteration: 1%

e Prevalence of biblical numerology (77) in theological contexts: 5%

o Standardization of the KJV in its current form preserving the structure: 5%

Note: These constraints are assumed to be independent for the purposes of this estimation,
though this simplification may overlook complex interdependencies. Multiplying these
independent probabilities yields a final estimate of approximately 1.22 x 10737 (about 1 in 1037
or 1 in an undecillion), underscoring the extreme statistical rarity of this outcome.

3. Results and Discussion

Each statistical model independently confirms that the probability of the KJV naturally attaining
a total word count of 823,543 is negligible. The Monte Carlo simulations never produced the
exact total across 50,000 trials. Both the combinatorial and normal distribution models yielded
vanishingly small probabilities, and the chi-square test confirmed that the observed total is a
statistical anomaly.
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Moreover, the presence of structured numerical patterns—such as the pervasive significance of
the number seven—in the Bible raises the possibility of intentional intelligent design rather than
random occurrence. No other known historical text, composed by approximately 40 authors over
1,500 years, exhibits a word count that aligns so closely with theological numerology. Although
some assumptions about random variation in word count warrant further refinement, our findings
suggest that the total of 823,543 could potentially serve both as a validation marker for
legitimate KJV editions and as an indicator of the text’s uniqueness relative to other Bible
translations and historical works.

4. Conclusion

Our analysis indicates that the probability of the King James Bible achieving a total word count
of 823,543 by chance is approximately 1.22 X 10737 (about 1 in 10?7 or 1 in an undecillion).
Although this does not meet the threshold for absolute statistical impossibility (< 1 X 107°°), it
represents an extreme statistical rarity. Given that no other historical literary work exhibits such
a numerically significant total under similar conditions, these findings suggest that the observed
word count is unlikely to be accidental. Furthermore, once the KJV was standardized in its
current form, the 77 structure appears to be able to serve as both a validation mechanism for
legitimate editions and a distinguishing feature from other translations. Additional statistical
research is necessary to explore the full implications of these results and how they may
interconnect to other mathematical anomalies found within the Bible.
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